BU Medical Center press release by Boston University Medical Center, Office of Media Relations & McNamara, Owen J.
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
BU Publications BU Medical Center: Press Releases
1977-05-20
News from Boston University
Medical Center: May 20, 1977 no.
1104
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/26574
Boston University
jKTews from 
Boston U n i v e r s i t y 
Medical Center 
No. 1104 
Mailed: May 20, 1977 
Contact: Lorraine Loviglio 
247-5606 
FOR RELEASE: Sunday, May 22, at 3 p.m. 
Rapid advances i n medical technology and the demands o£ an increasingly 
e g a l i t a r i a n society have caused the Doctor of Medicine degree to lose some of 
i t s former importance and prestige, Franz J. Ingelfinger, M.D., editor of the 
New England Journal of Medicine, t o l d the graduating class of Boston University 
School of Medicine at commencement exercises Sunday (May 22). Hie event also 
saw the summa cum laude graduation of a 42-year-old Lexington mother of four. 
Holding i t s commencement simultaneously Sunday afternoon was the Boston 
University School of Graduate Dentistry, at which r e t i r i n g Dean Henry M. 
Goldman, D.M.D., founder of the School, presided and received a surprise c i t a t i o n 
from the f a c u l t y commemorating his 14 years as dean. 
Speaking to the 134 m.embers of the School of Medicine's 103rd graduating 
class, Ingelfinger said that j u s t as the a b i l i t y to speak Latin i s no longer 
required by the medical curriculum, so have "the honors and privileges of 
medical diplomates been eroded by changes af f e c t i n g society and medicine i t s e l f . " 
On the other hand, he said, the medical diploma remains a symbol of 
scholarship and t e s t i f i e s that i t s holder has mastered f a r more knowledge 
than his predecessors ever had. "Only those whose M.D. degree show that they 
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have successfully participated i n the rigorous scholarship of medical school 
have the knowledge necessary to understand how the human body works i n health 
and disease," he stated. 
School of Medicine commencement ceremonies were held at the Case Center 
gymnasium on Boston University's Charles River campus following the al l - U n i v e r s i t y 
commencement. 
Ingelfinger, who i s also a c l i n i c a l professor o f medicine at BUSM, has 
received i n recent months the Association of American Medical Colleges' Flexner 
Award f o r distinguished service to medical education and the American Medical 
Association's Distinguished Service Award. He w i l l r e t i r e as editor of the 
New England Journal i n July, a f t e r having served 10 years i n that p o s i t i o n , 
during which time the Journal has come to be widely regarded as the preeminent 
medical journal i n the country. 
The Doctor of Medicine degree was awarded summa cum laude to Irma M. 
Lessen of Saddle Club Road i n Lexington, mother of four sons and the f i r s t 
B.U. medical student to graduate wi t h highest honors since 1963. The summa 
designation i s ra r e l y conferred by medical schools, being reserved f o r 
graduates expected to achieve unusual d i s t i n c t i o n . 
Lessen i s married to Simmons Lessell, M.D., a professor of ophthalmology, 
neurology and anatomy at the School of Medicine, who at the al l - U n i v e r s i t y 
commencement ceremonies held e a r l i e r i n the day was awarded the coveted 
University-wide Metealf Cup and Prize f o r excellence i n teaching, which 
carries an award of $2,500. 
Five married couples--probably a record number, school o f f i c i a l s said--
were among the 101 men and 33 women viho received t h e i r M.D. degrees from 
School of Medicine Dean John I . Sandson, M.D, The graduates come from 20 
states and New Zealand, with 50 from Massachusetts. 
Five students--all Massachusetts residents--graduated magna cum laude. 
Hiey were James F. Heffeman of Richardson Road, Belmont; Michael S. 
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Niederman of Brandeis Circle, Newton Center; Patrick A. Sibony of l^Jyatt 
C i r c l e , Somerville; Robert S. Snyder of Gordon Road, Newton; and Eugene 
D. Sullivan of Main Street, Groveland. 
Graduating cum laude were Jeffrey C. A l l a r d of Woonsocket, R.I.; Rita 
A. Altamore of Peterborough, N.H.; Carolyn Ann Bov.des of Washington, D.C.; 
Steven D. Colan of Omaha, Nebr.; James S. Page of Rocky Point, N.Y.; and 
Stephen C. Ross of Berkeley Heights, N.J. 
At the commencement ceremonies of the Boston University School of 
Graduate Dentistry, Dean Goldman, who w i l l r e t i r e as founding dean i n July, 
but who w i l l continue at the School as a professor of oral pathology, 
accepted the f a c u l t y c i t a t i o n and gave the p r i n c i p a l address. E a r l i e r , at 
the a l l - U n i v e r s i t y commencement, he had been presented an honorary doctor 
of science degree. 
A t o t a l of 103 degrees were awarded during the ceremonies, held i n the 
auditorium of the Boston University Law School. Twenty-three students, 
including two women, received the D.M.D. degree, having completed the 
School's predoctoral dental program. Awards f o r outstanding achievement 
were presented to D.M.D. recipients Mary Lynn George of Manhasset, N.Y.; 
Robert Gilman of Watertown, Mass.; and Alan Weiss of Brool<:l>Ti, N.Y. 
In addition, 80 postdoctoral students, representing 17 states and 10 
foreign countries, were awarded postdoctoral degrees and c e r t i f i c a t e s i n 
t h e i r respective dental specialties. 
Richard H. Egdahl, B.U. vice president f o r health a f f a i r s and director 
of Boston University Medical Center, also addressed the dental graduates. 
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